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Class Policies and Parent/Student Acknowledgement 

English 12/Expository Reading and Writing Course Description:  

The goal of the Expository Reading and Writing Course is to prepare college-bound seniors for the literacy demands of higher education.  Through a sequence of rigorous instructional modules, students in this year-long, rhetoric-based course develop advanced proficiency in expository, analytical, and argumentative reading and writing.  The students focus on reading, comprehending, and responding to nonfiction and literary texts by engaging in active reading and writing processes. The writing modules also provide instruction in the research methods and documentation conventions.  Students will gain an awareness of the rhetorical strategies used by authors and apply them in their own writing.  Through the various texts, students will:  examine critically the relationship between an author’s argument or theme and his/her audience and purpose; analyze the significance of structural and rhetorical strategies; and examine the social, political, and philosophical assumptions that underlie the text.  Students will be expected to use this process independently when reading unfamiliar texts and writing in response to them.  Course texts include contemporary essays, newspaper and magazine articles, editorials, reports, biographies, assorted public documents, nonfiction texts, and full-length literary selections.

This Expository Reading and Writing Course is considered by the State University of California (CSU) system as a college ready course.  If a student passes this course with a grade of A, B, or C during both semesters, then that student is exempt from taking the English Placement Test for the CSU campuses and is automatically eligible for the first college level English course.

Course Goals and Student Learning Outcomes:

· To enable students to analyze, interpret, and apply the rhetorical strategies of a variety of expository and literary texts.

· To foster students’ ability to create and support written arguments based on readings, research, and personal experience.

· To increase students’ usage of cognitive and metacognitive strategies for approaching various academic reading and writing tasks.

· To promote independent academic literacy practices in college-bound students, including the ability to use reading and writing processes recursively and reflectively.

· To prepare students to meet the standards of the CSU English Placement Test and the California English/Language Arts Common Core Content Standards.

Assignment Format:   All essays and project reports are word processed in MLA format; copies should be saved on Google Drive and shared when requested by the instructor.  Students are expected to have printed copies of assignments ready for submission as preparation for class.

Attendance:  Students are expected to be punctual.  Tardies will result in progressive disciplinary action/referrals in accordance with MCHS policies.  All absences must be cleared with the attendance clerk.  A parent/guardian should call the school to report an absence on the day of the absence and provide the student with a verification note to keep attendance records accurate.  Students with unexcused absences/truancies may not submit homework/projects for credit or make up quizzes/exams/presentations.  In addition, assignments, quizzes, or exams missed because of tardies cannot be made up without an excused waiver.  It is the student’s responsibility to get an excused absence slip from the office in order to turn in work from the previous day.  Please refer to the MCHS schoolwide tardy policy for details regarding procedural rules and consequences. 

Homework policy:  Late Homework will not be accepted.
· Assignments are due already printed out and ready for submission at the beginning of class according to the class meeting time and deadlines.   The instructor will not accept late assignments or electronic emails of homework.

· Absent assignments are due the next school day with an excused absence slip from the office by 9:30 am NOT the next class meeting.  (For example, an assignment due on Tuesday should be turned in on Wednesday morning before 9:30 am.  Please note:  a student must be respectful and submit work before or between classes NOT during a class session.) 

· Following an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to check the teacher website at www.sausd.us/middlecollege  as well as drop by the class to clarify assignments or get handouts to prepare for the next class meeting; it is advisable to use a buddy system to get handouts and assignments when necessary. 

·  Lack of awareness/knowledge of the assignment will not excuse students from the established due dates.  Be sure to contact the counselor/main office and email the instructor to make special accommodations for assignments if the absences are long-term. 

· To make up quizzes or exams from excused absences, please schedule the date/time with the instructor.  A student has 2 school days to make up the missing work; for long-term absences, please meet with the instructor to schedule a different plan. 
Academic Support/Tutoring Available:   All students are encouraged to attend tutoring available after school according to the tutoring schedule posted in the class; tutoring is offered twice a week  (usually Tues/Weds).  Students with a C or below are required to attend tutoring to make up missing assignments, which may be turned in for partial credit during tutoring hours; students may not turn in late assignments if they do not commit to tutoring.
Academic Honesty:  Students are expected to follow all the policies governing academic honesty issues as explained in the SAC catalog/SAUSD handbook.  Plagiarism, cheating,  enabling someone else to cheat, or any other form of academic dishonesty will be grounds for an automatic “F” on the assignment and a referral to the counselor and/or administrator for further disciplinary measures.   

Organization:  Students are required to use the MCHS agenda to record all assignments.  In addition, students should file and keep all returned work until they have received their semester grades.  

Grade Monitoring:  Progress reports will be accessible online for parents and students through the district Aeries program.  It is the student’s responsibility to share the reports with parents/guardians; return the signed reports to the teacher for points according to the due dates established.  Getting a parent/guardian signature counts as a homework assignment.    

Grade Scale: 
The semester grade is based the number of points earned cumulatively based on the scale: 

A 90-100% 
B 80-89% 
C 70-79% 
D 60-69% 
F 59%-below 
To follow-up on the progress report, please call the school office at 714.953.3900 to schedule an appointment with the teacher and/or academic counselor to help students stay on track.   Students are encouraged to schedule tutoring or conference time with the teacher to get additional support.  Tutoring resources are also available through the AVID classes and SAC Tutoring Center. 

______________________________________________________________________________
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

Thank you for being an active partner in the education of your senior.  I wanted you to understand the class policies/expectations so we can work together to help your student develop academic skills in preparation for college.  Students must pass this class in order to graduate; therefore, please take time to check the school agenda/online academic calendar and talk to your student about his/her academic progress.  I assign reading and/or written assignments nearly every day; however, some projects are assigned two to three weeks in advance with specific due dates for individual/group presentations.  Students may refer to my teacher website at www.sausd.us/middlecollege to review the academic calendar, assignments, and other resources.  

After you have read this policy handout, please sign and send it back to school.    Throughout this academic year, please feel free to schedule an appointment with our academic counselor, Mrs. Espinosa, if you would like to have a conference.  Academic progress reports will be sent home with your student periodically to help you monitor your student.  Thank you in advance for your support.  Along with the other faculty members, together we can establish the foundations to help your senior be a successful life-long learner. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Nguyen 

I have read Ms. Nguyen’s class policies: 

Student Signature:_________________________   

Parent Signature:__________________________ 

Current Address:______________________ 

    _______________________, CA      Zip Code: ____________ 

Contact phone number: _______________________ 

	First Semester:  Literature Content
	Second Semester: Literature Content
	ERWC Grammatical Focus for Semester One and Two: 

	Anglo-Saxon Period: Beowulf

Middle Ages: Canterbury Tales Prologue, Pardoner’s Tale, Wife of Bath’s Tale

Renaissance: Shakespeare’s Macbeth

Selected Poetry from various literary periods

	Othello
Frankenstein
	Sentence Fundamentals for Expressing Ideas:
Finding Subjects/ Complete Verbs in Sentences

Recognizing Complete Ideas-Sentences/Clauses

Student Writing/Editing

Sentence Problems: Run-ons/Fragments

Noun Forms and Subject-Verb Agreement

Singular and Plural Forms of Nouns

Verbs for Expository Writing

Identifying Verb Phrases

Verb Tense

Sentence Focus and Defensible Assertions

Passive Verbs

Modals



	
	
	

	First Semester: ERWC Expository Writing and Reading Modules:  
1: Fast Food: Who’s to Blame?

2: Going for the Look

3. The Rhetoric of the Op-Ed Page: Ethos, Pathos, Logos

4: Value of Life

5: Racial Profiling


	Second Semester: ERWC Expository Writing and
Reading Modules:

6.  Juvenile Justice

7.  The Last Meow

8.  Language, Gender, and Culture

9.  The Politics of Food
10. Bring a text you like to class

	Connecting Ideas in Expository Writing
Connecting Ideas using Coordination/Subordination/Transitions

Parallel Structures

Adding Information to Sentences: Adjective Clauses, Participial Modifiers, Appositives, and Punctuation

Writing About What Others Say

Identifying the Source and the Author

Paraphrasing

Quoting

Making the Speaker and the Context Clear

Punctuating Quotations




	ERWC Modules
	Selected Readings
	Writing Rhetorically

Applications

	Fast Food: Who’s to Blame
	It’s Portion Distortion that Makes America Fat;
If You Pitch It, They Will Eat It;
Don’t Blame the Eater;
Letters to the editors in response to Don’t Blame the Eater
	On Demand Writing Assignment: Explain author’s arguments and discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with his analysis.  Support your position with reasons, examples from experience, observations, and textual evidence in readings.

	Going For the Look
	Going for the Look, but Risking Discrimination
	On-Demand Writing Assignment responding to author’s arguments

	Rhetoric of the Op-Ed Pages
	Three Ways to Persuade;
A Change of Heart About Animals;
Letters to the Editors in response to A Change of Heart About Animals
	Letter to the Editor:
After thinking about your reading, discussion, and analysis of the author’s article, write a letter to the editor analyzing the author’s views and present your position.

	Value of Life


	Hamlet’s Soliloquy;
It’s Not About the Bike: My Journey Back to Life;
What is a Life Worth?

The Human Calculator
	Critical Response Essay with integrated sources/data from readings:  How should our society assign value to human life? Consider the different ways the authors we have read make their points about valuing life.  

	Racial Profiling

	Hounding the Innocent
	Argument Essay: Write an essay that presents your opinion on a controversial issue of your choice.  Begin with a debatable thesis sentence and support your opinions with reasons.  Include media sources.

	Juvenile Justice
	Many Kids Called Unfit for Adult Trial;
Supreme Court to Rule on Executing Young Killers;
Kids Are Kids-Until They Commit Crimes;
Startling Finds on Teenage Brains
	Persuasive Essay: Should teenagers accused of violent crimes be tried and sentenced as adults?  Why or why not?

Refer to and cite readings and Web-based researched sources to construct arguments.

	The Last Meow

	The Last Meow
	On Demand Writing Assignment: After reading the selected passage, explain the author’s argument and discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with his analysis.  Support your position by providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, and readings.

	ERWC Modules
	Selected Readings
	Writing Rhetorically 

Applications

	Language, Gender, and Culture
	His Politeness is Her Powerlessness;
The Woman Warrior;
About Men
	Writing in Response to a Prompt:  Considering both author’s texts, what sorts of cultural expectations about how to speak and behave do American women face?  Do you think women in your generation largely follow these cultural expectations, or are such expectations and practices changing?

	The Politics of Food
	The Pleasure of Eating
When a Crop Becomes King
	Writing Assignment: Review the readings and evaluate the list of ways of eating responsibly and determine which ones are possible for you and your family.

	Bring in Your Own Text
	Hip Hop Becoming a Worldwide Language for Youth Resistance;
Independent research on topic of interest for readings
	Summarizing and Responding; 
Analyzing Stylistic Choices


